Activities with town maps
Practising the language for asking the way, and giving and understanding directions.

A1, A2

Preparation
It is essential to have clearly-printed maps with no ambiguities and not containing any irrelevant detail that
will encourage learners to try to say things that they have not learnt.
It is not easy to find authentic town maps that are simple enough to be used with beginners for this work,
without some possiblity of confusion. If you have the time it is worth drawing simpler maps of your own.
Sample maps for different levels will be at www.ruslan.co.uk/games.
Activities
Start with simple recognition of places, for example for the map on the next page:
Ó÷èòåëü:
Ãäå Ãîñòèíèöà “Èáèñ”?
Ñòóäåíò:
Âîò îíà.
Then some simple questions and answers:
Ó÷èòåëü:
Ãîñòèíèöà “Èáèñ” íàõîäèòñÿ íà óëèöå Ãîãîëÿ èëè íà óëèöå Ñåäîâà?
Ñòóäåíò:
Íà óëèöå Ñåäîâà.
Ó÷èòåëü:
Ãäå íàõîäèòñÿ ðûíîê?
Ñòóäåíò:
Íà ïëîùàäè Ãîãîëÿ.
Then give listening tasks, for example:
Ó÷èòåëü:
Âû âûõîäèòå èç ãîñòèíèöû “Èáèñ”. Èäèòå íàïðàâî, ïîòîì íàëåâî. Ìàãàçèí
“Äåòñêèé ìèð” ñïðàâà, èëè ñëåâà?
Ñòóäåíò:
Ìàãàçèí “Äåòñêèé ìèð” ñïðàâà.
Ó÷èòåëü:
Ñòóäåíò:

Âû âûõîäèòå èç ãîñòèíèöû “Èáèñ”. Èäèòå íàëåâî, ïîòîì íàïðàâî. ×òî íàõîäèòñÿ ñëåâà?
Âîêçàë.

or perhaps:
Ó÷èòåëü:
Ñòóäåíò:
Ó÷èòåëü:
Ñòóäåíò:

Âû âûõîäèòå èç ïàðêà. Èäèòå íàïðàâî ïî ïðîñïåêòó ×àéêîâñêîãî, ïîòîì íàëåâî. Ýòî
êàêàÿ óëèöà?
Ýòî óëèöà Ïåðâîãî ìàÿ
À êàê ïðîéòè â ìàãàçèí “Ñóâåíèðû”?
Èäèòå ïðÿìî. Ìàãàçèí “Ñóâåíèðû” ñëåâà.

You can then ask learners to ask you directions to places that they want to go to, perhaps from the station.
Ask them to repeat the directions after you, to commit them to memory, for example:
Ñòóäåíò:
Ó÷èòåëü:
Ñòóäåíò:

Ñêàæèòå, ïîæàëóéñòà, êàê ïðîéòè â øêîëó?
Èäèòå ïðÿìî ïî óëèöå Ñèáèðñêàÿ äî êîíöà. Èäèòå íàëåâî, è øêîëà òàì.
Õîðîøî. Ïðÿìî ïî óëèöå Ñèáèðñêàÿ äî êîíöà. Ïîòîì íàëåâî, è øêîëà òàì.

A final stage can be to ask learners to work in pairs or small groups, asking and giving directions. Bear in
mind that what they really need at beginner and intermediate levels is to be able to ask the way and then
understand the directions that they are given.
Follow up
A suitable homework is to ask learners to write out dialogues based on the same map.
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